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‘We say enough’
AACPS students join
National School Walkout
to advocate gun control
By Rachel Heller

One month after the
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting
in Parkland, Florida, students across Anne Arundel
County joined the nation
in the March 14 National
School Walkout.
Arundel showed solidarity with the shooting victims
by organizing a “walk-in” to
the school’s courtyard. In
other Anne Arundel County high schools, students
walked outside the schools
to honor the victims and
advocate for gun control.
At Northeast High Schoo-

l, senior Tabitha Crowe encouraged students to participate in a walkout originally
to take place in the school’s
main lobby. Crowe asked
students to wear orange or
make posters.
In February of this year, a
threatening Snapchat post
circulated, promising a
mass shooting at Northeast.
The post specifically targeted black students.
On the day of the walkout, Northeast held a 30
minute assembly in the
gym at 10 a.m. Crowe and
five other students hoping
to participate in a walkout
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Severna Park student holds sign advocating gun control, a nationwide movement in wake of recent shootings.

did not attend the assembly,
as they were told by administration that they weren’t
allowed to bring up politics.
The walkout students tri-

ed to sit in the main lobby,
but a counselor told them
that they had to either move
back to the gym, or to the
cafeteria. The students inst-

ead walked outside to the
flagpole, where they sat
with their signs for 30 minutes. At least two signs read,
See WALKOUT, page 2

Curriculum changes emphasize computer science
By Tamoor Hamid
Changes are coming to
Arundel starting next year
with the option to replace
Foundations of Technology with a computer science
class. The change is being
spurred, at least in part, by
Governor Larry Hogan,
who has pushed for making
computer science a priority
in Maryland.
For years, Foundations of

Technology has been a requirement for graduation at
Arundel High School. This
is changing starting next
year, when Arundel students will be able to choose
classes like AP Computer
Science Principles or AP
Computer Science A, to
meet the tech credit needed
for graduation.
A few years ago, the only
computer science classes of-

fered at Arundel were Honors Java and AP Computer
Science A, with Java serving as a sort of prerequisite
for Comp Sci A. Then, last
year, schools began offering AP Computer Science
Principles around the U.S.
In 2017, the number of students taking a computer
science class increased by
84%, with a majority coming from Principles alone.

Female and minority participation also increased.
Mr. Brad Wray and Mr.
Steve Tidd, who both teach
Comp Sci at Arundel, have
noticed this change. In recent interviews, Tidd and
Wray talked with The Pulse
about the diversity both
have seen so far from teaching the class.
Other changes are coming to the Maryland Comp-

uter Science curriculum as
a whole. Late last year, Governor Larry Hogan joined
Governors for Computer
Science, GovsForCS, which
is an initiative dedicated to
“Strengthening computer
science education across
states for all students,” and
has bipartisan support. The
most notable change coming from this is the push to
See COMP SCI, page 2
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LEFT: Northeast High School senior Tabitha Crowe participates in a walkout. RIGHT: Severna Park High School students participate in a walkout.

WALKOUT, from page 1
a shooting at the school, the
“Protect kids not guns!” second gun threat made
More students joined the against the school this year.
walkout as time passed.
Regarding gun control,

“When our leaders act as
children and our children act as
leaders, we say enough.”
Broadneck Equity Team student
“I appreciate the measures
my school went through to
honor the victims, but I’m
very disappointed that they
tried to take away from a
very important conversation about gun control,”
Crowe said.
Broadneck’s Equity Team
planned Broadneck’s walkout. It began at 9:50 a.m.
with a large number of students walking outside the
school’s entrance. The Equity Team gave speeches regarding the walkout’s significance and the shooting.
One student’s speech
said, “When our leaders act
as children and our children act as leaders, we say
enough.”
Eight days before the
walkout, Anne Arundel police charged a Broadneck
freshman with threatening

Broadneck junior Alina
Hasan wants “stricter regulations that ensure further
safety.”
At Old Mill, while the
school suggested that students step out of class and
meet in the cafeteria, some
students walked outside of
the school and laid on the
ground.
Music teacher Brendon
Mizener encouraged students to register to vote. He
believes “it’s important for
students to have their voices
heard.”
“I don’t know what’s going to happen, but I hope
someday all the violence
will stop,” Devin Kaestner, a
junior, said.
Prior to March 14, Jane
Bodor, an Annapolis sophomore, joined several students in organizing a walk-

out to the gym.
On the day of the National School Walkout, at
10 a.m., two walkouts took
place. One was the planned
indoor walkout to the gym,
and the other was a walkout
outside the school.
The students outside
started chanting, and someone said the names of the 17
lives lost. “I, for one, am very
proud of the fact that people
still decided to do what they
believe in,” Bodor said.
In the gym, two people
from each grade level gave a
speech.
One student’s speech said,
“Yes, I’m missing 17 minutes of school, because 17
people are missing the rest
of their lives.”
Bodor also gave a speech.
In her speech, she discussed
how she feels moving forward after the Marjory
Stoneman Douglas shooting.
“That anger, frustration,
and sadness that I felt not
long ago, is turning into
motivation and hope to use
my voice,” she said.
At Severna Park, the
school created an advisory
lesson to take place around
8:30 a.m., as opposed to a
walkout. The advisory lesso-

n included a moment of silence, where the names of
the Parkland victims were
read aloud.
According to Severna
Park senior Alena Carhart,
students were told by the
school that unexcused absences would be given to
walkout participants.
Students in the school
musical would not be able
to participate in the production if they walked out.
Carhart, the director of
the musical, did not walk
outside the school for this
reason, but added that she’s
happy with the action the
school has taken to bring attention to gun violence.
At 10 a.m., around 75 students met in the lobby and
walked outside.
One of the students who
planned the walkout is
freshman Amelia Major.
She noted that people die
everyday because of guns,
some people younger than
her.
“We are a so-called first
world country. We should
not have to worry about
our children being killed
in math,” she said. “Other
students and I are standing
up instead of getting shot
down.”

COMP SCI, from page 1
have children start programming in elementary
school, through programs
like Scratch or the use of a
“turtle.” Both of these allow
kids to move characters on
screen rather than just see
numbers and words representing them.
Mr. Wray and Mr. Tidd
believe that these changes
will better prepare students
for college. They hope these
changes allow students to be
as exposed to Computer Science as they are to subjects
like math or history. Computer Science related fields
like Software or Web Developing have been growing by
24% and 15%, respectively.
The reaction has been
very positive at Arundel,
with Principal Mrs. Davenport showing support for
the changes. Patrick Gerakines, a senior, said, “I liked
Foundations of Tech, but I
feel like it’s a waste of a class,
because I feel like I’m not
going to use it that much
anymore. But Computer
Science, I’m definitely going
to be using for the rest of my
life.” Almost all of the students interviewed said that
they would have chosen to
switch to Comp Sci rather
than take Foundations of
Tech if given the option.
Bec Crow, a senior planning to become a teacher,
supports introducing elementary school students to
programming. She believes
that it will benefit students
because “We are becoming
such a computer based society where every job is based
on coding and engineering.”
The reaction to introducing it in elementary school
was positive, with even
students not going into a
Computer Science related
field saying they support the
change.
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How Instagram is more toxic
than you think
By Laura Bonnington

Have you ever posted a
picture on Instagram to help
improve your outer image?
On a poll on The Pulse’s
Twitter, 75% of voters answered yes. I love social
media, but recently I’ve felt
trapped in this endless monotonous cycle of switching
between apps.
Social media is a wonderful thing; it shows how much
I have in common with people I barely know, but it is
so artificial. Have you ever
noticed that those Common
White Girl-type accounts all
post the same exact content
(stolen from other people)
and will keep posting it every couple of months until
something new comes alon-

g? Or how about the time
spent on carefully choosing
and editing pictures to post?
Every time I post a picture
on Instagram, I’m conscious
about how other people will
perceive it. Just last week,
my sister took a picture of
me playing with my oneyear-old niece. When my
sister sent me the picture, I
thought about posting it on
my Instagram, but I faced
a dilemma. My niece didn’t
look happy in the picture. I
spent time asking my mom
and sister if they thought it
was good enough to post,
and with enough convincing, I decided to post it. It
brought back happy memories of celebrating her first
birthday, and now I cherish

that picture and just absolutely love it. Still, it took
hours of me wondering if
people would make silent
judgements about her looking upset.
I shouldn’t have had to
worry about what other people thought. People
have gotten into the mindset of thinking about what
everyone else will think instead of directly how they
themselves feel. There are
so many pictures I haven’t
posted just because they
weren’t deemed “Instagram-worthy.”
When other people see
these pictures and the “perfect lives” they entail, we
wish we were them, not
even realizing that they are

Photo via @Arundel_Pulse on Twitter

In a poll posted on The Pulse’s Twitter, 75% of voters said that they
have posted a picture on Instagram to help improve their outer image.

people too who are also
going through problems
and maybe wish they were
someone else. YouTuber
Laci Green said, “Platforms
like Instagram and Facebook present highly curated
versions of the people we
know and the world around
us. It is easy for our perspective of reality to become distorted.” And because of that,
the way we view ourselves
stems from how we view ot-

her people, particularly on
social media.
And that is the problem
with Instagram. It makes us
keep trying to be like other people, but where is the
stopping point? One day
you just have to sit back and
realize that no amount of
wishing or hoping or trying
to be like some other person
will transform you into the
person you want to be. Only
you can do that.

Shootings, paranoia, fear: is this the new ‘normal’?
By Caitlyn Freeman

It’s like we’re in the 1950s
and 1960s all over again.
Then, you didn’t know who
was a communist, the same
way you don’t know who a
shooter in a crowded mall
could be. This paranoia is
being relived. Kids all over
the country fear going to
school each day, because
today could be “the day,” sitting in classrooms and planning an escape route in the
event that someone opens
fire on campus. This is the
new “normal.”
According to the Gun
Violence Archive, in 2017,
America was home to approximately 61,599 gun violence incidents. This resulted in approximately 15,613

ecks for people who wished
to purchase a firearm. However, Congress, which is
conservatively led, believes
that any law restricting the
purchase of military grade
assault rifles and accessories, such as bump stocks, or
any law that requires a person to receive a background
check before the purchase of
said weapons, is a violation
Photo by Natalie Adams
of the Second Amendment.
Arundel students gathered in the school courtyard for a “walk-in” to
Now, it’s not just Conmemorialize the lives lost in the Marjory Stoneman Douglas shooting.
gress’ fault. The National
casualties.
High School. When did Rifle Association, commonMovie theaters, sidewalks, these places become shoot- ly referred to as the NRA,
cares more about gun sales
music festivals: all locations ing ranges?
In 2016, President Obama and rights than they do huof gun violence, all locations
that are supposed to be safe. attempted to pass legislation man lives. The NRA also
The Pulse Nightclub, Route that would impose gun re- donates money directly to
91 Harvest music festival, strictions, which included conservative politicians. For
Marjory Stoneman Douglas mandatory background ch- instance, The Guardian rep-

orted that the NRA has
spent more than $1 million
on Senator Marco Rubio’s
reelection efforts.
Gun violence is a vicious
cycle that will never end
unless legislation begins.
We will continue to mourn.
We will continue to see daily shooting reports on the
news. This will continue because politicians like Marco
Rubio and Paul Ryan—with
Ryan, according to The
Guardian, having received
approximately $49,650 in
direct contributions from
the NRA throughout his
nearly two decades in Congress—don’t care about people, they care about dollar
signs and reelection.
This is the new “normal.”
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Is Greta Van Fleet the second
coming of Led Zeppelin?

Photo by Shea Gardner

Winners of Arundel High School’s annual talent show, above, earned prize money ranging from $10 to $25.

Students hit a high note in
Arundel’s Got Talent

By Shea Gardner
And Natalie Adams

On April 6, Arundel
students performed in the
school’s annual talent show,
Arundel’s Got Talent.
The first performer was
Katie Mohr, singing “I Have
Nothing” by Whitney Houston. Mohr showed her impressive vocal chops as she
soared through the song.
Next to the stage was
Devin Weatherspoon, performing an original song,
“Before Her.” She wooed the
crowd with her songwriting
abilities and piano skills.
Sam Acey was next,
sporting a gold crown as he
performed “You’ll Be Back”
from “Hamilton,” complete
with a British accent.
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Then, Katelyn Shibilski
sang “Welcome To The Machine” with James Burcky
on guitar, transporting the
audience to a coffee shop
with their acoustic version
of the Pink Floyd song.
Ethan Albo then performed an electric guitar solo of “Seven Nation
Army,” even playing the guitar behind his back for some
parts of the song.
Journey
Brown-Saintel
and Natalie Rietschel were
next. Brown-Saintel masterfully rapped the alphabet
in “Alphabet Aerobics” by
Blackalicious, as Rietschel
held signs for each letter.
The seventh act was Trinity Delsiva, dancing to the
song “Day ‘N’ Nite” by Kid

Cudi. She wowed the crowd
with robotic dancing.
Jasmine Mullaney sang
“Gone Away” by H.E.R.
While she fumbled over lyrics, she won everyone over
with her charm and voice.
Lastly, Carlo Robles sang
“Heart Like Yours” by Willamette Stone, with the help
of his guitar. He serenaded
the crowd with beautiful
harmonies and chords.
The winners were announced to be Brown-Saintel and Rietschel in third
place, Robles in second, and
Mohr in first.
“I wanted to go out with a
bang!” Robles said. Not only
did he go out with a bang,
but all of the performers let
their expertise explode.
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Greta Van Fleet’s double EP, “From the Fires,” earned a 64/100 rating
from Metacritic and a 10/10 rating from AntiHero Magazine.
By James Burcky

Greta Van Fleet has
stirred up a lot of buzz since
the release of their double
EP, “From the Fires.” Without actually having released
a debut album yet, they have
had success that some artists don’t see throughout
their careers.
It’s obvious that the band
wears their influences on
their sleeve, Led Zeppelin,
being the most apparent.
This release has made me
particularly happy. As a person who has ran the Zeppathon, where I listened to Led
Zeppelin’s entire catalog in
one sitting, it’s refreshing to
almost listen to new music
by one of my favorite artists.
However, their similariti-

es to Led Zeppelin might
not be so great. In the rock
world, almost everyone tries
to sound like Led Zeppelin.
Every drummer aspires to
be John Bonham, every guitarist worships Jimmy Page.
In future releases from
Greta Van Fleet, I’d love to
see them branch out into
their own sound. This could
be difficult, however, since
the two least-sounding Zeppelin songs are covers. This
means the only time they
branch out into other spaces
is when they aren’t writing
their own music.
So, are they the second
coming of Led Zeppelin?
No. Led Zeppelin changed
the face of music forever.
Greta Van Fleet likely won’t.

Never miss a story: check out arundelhighnews.com and
see what else Arundel’s student journalists are reporting...

Natalie Adams,
News Editor:
nataliea1216@comcast.net

Spring sports outlook
“The team has adopted a new mindset and has fully committed themselves to turn things around for this upcoming
season.”

Tamoor Hamid,
Tech Editor:
tamoor622498@gmail.com

Snoop Dogg’s Netflix series ‘Coach Snoop’ shows another
side of the rap icon
“The purpose of the league is to keep kids off of the streets.”

Jaime Abdu Na Man Sa,
Staff Writer:
namansajaime@gmail.com

Chris Daubert balances the classroom with the hiking trail
“‘There’s always something interesting to see, whether I
come across a waterfall, or a fantastic view.’”

