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Deliberations on the abolishment of class rank begin ‘Away’ bleachers replaced
By Caitlyn Freeman 

 The members of the Board 
of Education (BOE) for Anne 
Arundel County Public Schools 
(AACPS)  began deliberations on 
the school system’s grading policy 
during the meeting of the BOE on 
Wednesday, April 3rd. After dis-
cussion, the board voted to send 
forth a policy change, which would 
abolish the class rank system start-
ing the 2021-2022 school year, to 
public comment for a period of 30 
days.
 Wednesday’s meeting 
marked the first of three hearings 
regarding the revisions to Policy 
Code II.  As Jeanette Ortiz, mem-
ber of the Legislative and Policy 
Committee for AACPS, explained, 
Policy Code II, the school sys-
tem grading policy, located on the 
AACPS website, was revised per 
request of the policy committee. 

The proposed versions, would re-
move the last sentence in section 
C.7. which states “Beginning in 
the 2016-2017 school year, each 
high school shall annually honor 
graduating students who qualify 
for the AACPS cum laude recog-
nition. High Schools shall annual-
ly designate a graduating valedic-
torian and salutatorian.”
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 As Ortiz mentioned, the 
last revisions to the policy were 
made on January 18th, 2017. The 
revisions implemented a cum 
laude honors system and upheld 
the valedictorian and salutatorian 
requirement.
 “Under the cum laude 
honors system, seniors with a
See RANK, Page 2

By Kirstin Nichols
 As 2018 came to a close, 
Arundel High School was left de-
serted by teachers and students 
alike, resulting in a still and qui-
et building. That is, except for 
the renovations occurring on the 
‘away’ side of the football field.
 Just as school was ending 
in December, work on the stadi-
ums by TJ Distributors was begin-
ning. According to Ms. Stickney, 
Arundel’s Business Manager and 
one of the three school contacts for 
the project, these renovations were 
no surprise. She said, “I actually 
had [Arundel’s bleachers] put on 
the list to get renovated five years 
ago. We were just waiting on fund-
ing.” Also leading this project was 
athletic director Coach Necessary, 
who says “the bleachers were be-
coming unsafe—they were old and 
did align with current code—it was 
just time to upgrade to ensure safe-
ty for all!”
 Mark Snyder, the Senior 
Specialist of General Maintenance, 
says that the total cost to remove 
and replace the bleachers and 
concrete was $343,970, and the 
cost will not be increased by pro-
longed renovation time due to in-
climate weather. “The way we do 
our plans and our design before we 
have a Contractor we usually don’t 
go over the budget number,” says 
Snyder. However, if there are some 
unforeseen conditions we have 
money set aside for that.” 
 Understanding the unpre-
dictability of Maryland weather,
See BLEACHERS, Page 2 

BOE for AACPS votes on redistricting for Crofton Area High School
By Natalie Adams

 The Board of Education 
(BOE) for Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools (AACPS) voted to 
adopt the Option One redistricting 
proposal for Crofton Area High 
School at their meeting on Wednes-
day, April 17th. This option will re-
locate students in the Two Rivers 
and Waugh Chapel communities to 
the Arundel feeder system starting 
the 2020-2021 school year. 
 Currently, students from the 
Two Rivers (1038B) and Waugh 
Chapel (1038C) neighborhoods at-
tend Crofton Elementary, Crofton 

Middle, and Arundel High. Option 
One will redistrict these students 
to Piney Orchard Elementary un-
til West County Elementary opens 
and on to Arundel Middle and 
Arundel High, effectively trans-
ferring them to the Arundel feeder 
system. Students from the Crofton 
Elementary, Nantucket Elementa-
ry, and part of Crofton Meadows 
Elementary attendance zones cur-
rently attend Arundel High, and 
students from the Crofton Woods 
Elementary and part of Crofton 
Meadows Elementary attendance 
zones currently attend South Riv-

er High, but they will be relocated 
to Crofton Area High starting the 
2020-2021 school year. Students 
will be phased into the new school, 
with only 9th and 10th graders the 
2020-2021 school year, 9th, 10th, 
and 11th graders the 2021-2022 
school year, and 9th, 10th, 11th, 
and 12th graders the 2022-2023 
school year.
 Redistricting was not open 
to public comment at the meeting, 
but it had been open to public com-
ment for 30 days prior. However, 
BOE members had the opportunity
See REDISTRICTING, page 2
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RANK, from page 1
cumulative weighted grade-point 
average of 4.3 or higher (exclu-
sive of college or dual-credit 
courses) will receive summa cum 
laude honors. Those with weight-
ed GPAs of 4.0 to 4.294 will re-
ceive magna cum laude honors, 
and those with unweighted GPAs 
of 3.4 to 4.0 will receive cum 
laude honors,” the January 2017 
press release read.
 Several members of the 
board voiced concerns about the 
removal of the valedictorian and 
salutatorian system how the re-
moval would harm the students 
within the school system.
 When asked for a general 
explanation about how colleges 
perceive the latin honors and how 
the change would affect scholar-
ship opportunities, Dr. Maureen 
McMahon, Deputy Superinten-
dent for Academics and Strategic 
Initiatives, says that the latin hon-
ors has become more prevalent in 
recent years and that the elite pri-
vate and public colleges in the na-
tion are looking predominately at 
the top ten percent of the students 
in the graduating class in regards 
to entrance level.
 She added that unlike 
smaller schools, the top ten per-
cent of the class at one of the 12 
AACPS high schools could, de-
pending on class size, equal up to 
50 students.
 “In the last years, the no-
tion of the number of colleges 
looking at ranking has gone down 
to around 20 percent. And that’s 
not a must, that’s a ‘we still con-
sider your rank. Meaning we’re 
asking, but we’re not mandat-
ing,’” McMahon said. She added 
that in the 1990’s, the number of 
colleges that looked at rank was 
50 percent.
 Dr. Maisha Gillins, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Office for 
Equity and Accelerated Student 
Achievement, wanted to speak 
from a perspective of the im-
pact class rank has on the men-
tal health of students. She quoted 
literature that she found through 
her research that says eliminat-
ing class rank would help remove 

stress from students lives and pro-
mote colleges to look at the whole 
student.
 “So there’s something to 
say about the pressure that the cur-
rent system, the ranking system, 
places on students, so I do speak 
from that perspective of mental 
health,” Gillins said.
 Dr. George Arlotto, Super-
intendent for AACPS, mentioned 
that when a student’s transcript 
is sent to a college or university, 
included is a profile of the high 
school they attended. Arlotto em-
phasized that the school profile 
is important for colleges and uni-
versities as it helps said college or 
university analyze and understand 
the information on a students tran-
script.
 Eric Grannon, member 
of the BOE, voiced his concerns 
about the proposed revision by 
explaining the copious amount 
of public comment the board re-
ceived in 2017 while deliberating 
on the policy.
 In regards to Grannon’s in-
quiries, Josie Urrea, Student Mem-
ber of the Board (SMOB) and Vice 
President of the BOE, explained 
that when the policy was brought 
up to the policy committee she 
asked for the elimination of class 
rank to be written.
 She said that there are oth-
er options that could be considered 
and went on to explain that Prince 
Georges County Public Schools 
(PGCPS), keeps the class ranks of 
students unknown until their senior 
year when then, on a day unknown 
to Urrea, the top two students are 
notified of their valedictorian and 
salutatorian status.
 Arlotto explained to the 
board that without class rank, there 
couldn’t be a valedictorian and sa-
lutatorian.
 Grannon motioned to keep 
the last sentence in the policy, 
which would result in abstaining 
from sending the policy to 30-day 
public comment because there 
would technically be no change.
 The board voted 3-5 and 
Grannon’s motion failed, sending 
the revised version of Policy Code 
II to public comment for 30-days.

BLEACHERS, from page 1 
“sensitive” work was complet-
ed before the winter months.
 Parking at Arundel’s 
G-hall lot was hardly affected by 
the construction; when the bleach-
ers were being demolished, two 
parking spots were blocked off for 
the safety of the students and staff, 
but all other areas of the G-hall 
parking lot have continued operat-
ing normally throughout the con-
struction process.

ndel colors. “Aesthetically it will 
look nicer because the bleachers 
will match the home side,” said 
Stickney. Also, a backside will 
be added so that objects can’t fall 
through the bleachers, the base 
will be completely redone, and it 
will be more [Americans with Dis-
ability Act] accessible for our visi-
tors so they can actually be part of 
the crowd on the bleachers,” said 
Stickney. Necessary added that 
the bleachers “will be taller than 
the old bleachers and completely 
closed in.” 
 This upgrade is sure to en-
hance the experience of attending 
Arundel sporting events. “We will 
have the most seating capacity of 
any school in the county and it will 
give our stadium a true ‘college 
feel.’ I think the entire community 
will be impressed with this major 
upgrade to our facility,”explained 
Necessary.  Overall, everyone in-
volved believes that Arundel’s 
stadium renovation will be worth 
the wait. As Stickney put it, the 
upgrade, “is definitely a positive 
change.”

Exciting new changes include 
showing school pride by coloring 
the new bleachers the classic Aru-

is not going to result in a positive 
outcome,” and explained that she 
supports Option One because it 
will break the cycle of redistrict-
ing now. 
 After Candace Antwine 
commented about keeping diversi-
ty in mind, Robert Leib stated that 
he believes Option One will estab-
lish a sustainable Crofton feeder 
system, and Julie Hummer ex-
pressed her concern of creating a 
“white high school,” the vote was 
called.
 Option One with Option 
Four received four votes, just Op-
tion One gained three votes, and 
Option Three with Option Four 
and just Option Three each gar-
nered one vote.
 A minimum of five votes 
were needed for one of the options 
to prevail, so after a discussion of 
the possibility of amending Op-
tion Four, the board voted again. 
This time Option One with Option 
Four received four votes and just 
Option One prevailed with Five 
votes.

REDISTRICTING, from page 1
to share their thoughts and infor-
mation about each of the proposals 
before voting commenced.
 Melissa Ellis spoke in 
support of Option Three, stat-
ing that Crofton Middle School, 
“just [doesn’t] present to me the 
same concerns as Arundel Middle 
School,” and “no longer do I see 
Route 3 as a natural boundary.” 
 Ellis claimed that it would 
be better to increase the population 
at Crofton Meadows Elementary 
than at Arundel Middle because 
Crofton Meadows has more space 
for portables. She also stated that 
the parking lot can be reconfigured 
to allow for more buses, whereas 
Arundel Middle’s cannot. 
 Michelle Corkadel coun-
tered Ellis by explaining that a new 
parking lot at Crofton Meadows 
Elementary would cost around $1 
million, and that this money would 
be better spent on renovations and 
expansions to schools like Arun-
del Middle. Corkadel claimed, 
“spreading a little bit of the pain 

Photo by Evangeline Fox



 News 
                                                                                                                Volume 2: Quarter 3 Spring 2019

3

By Caitlyn Freeman 
 Arundel Middle School 
(AMS), located in Odenton, went 
into a police-led lockdown on 
Monday, March 4th after the Anne 
Arundel County Police Depart-
ment (AACOPD) received a 911 
call, which turned out to be false, 
claiming that a student was being 
threatened with a weapon, presum-
ably a firearm.
 According to Sergeant Jack-
lyn Davis, a communications offi-
cer for AACOPD, the department 
received two hoax calls Monday 
afternoon. The first call came from 
a person claiming to be at Arundel 
High School, and claimed that they 
were being threatened. Davis said 
that police were dispatched to the 
high school, located approximately 
0.3 miles from AMS.
 Just before 3:00 p.m., a few 
minutes after the call to the high 
school, another 911 call was made 
from a person who Davis said po-
lice believed is the same individual 

By Natalie Adams
 Eileen Murphy, Senior 
Vice President of Corporate Com-
munications for the New York 
Times (NYT), discussed her role 
within the news industry, how she 
responds to accusations of “fake 
news,” and tips on how to stand 
out as an employee or intern, while 
visiting Arundel on Friday, March 
8th.
 Murphy, who currently 
lives in Manhattan, is from Long 
Island, New York and attended St. 

Arundel Middle and High respond to hoax calls alleging threats
responsible for the first hoax call. 
This time, the caller said they were 
at AMS and were being threatened 
with what was assumed to be a gun. 
Police were then dispatched to the 
middle school. As Davis explained, 
unlike the call to the high school, 
the caller gave the dispatchers a 
name of a student who attended the 
middle school.
 According to George Lind-
ley, Principal of AMS, the middle 
school’s administration was un-
aware, at the time, of the reason 
for the police coming to the school. 
While Lindley was being informed 
about the situation, officers began 
canvassing the building, as well as 
the surrounding outdoor area,  for 
the student who allegedly made the 
call. During this time, the respond-
ing officers instructed teachers and 
students to remain in their class-
rooms with the door locked. How-
ever, as Lindley stated,  the school 
was not technically “locked down” 
because he never got on the inter-

com system and declared a lock-
down.
 “Any type of lockdown 
stuff comes from the school,” Davis 
said, when asked if the responding 
officers initiated a lockdown.
 Bob Mosier, Chief Commu-
nications Officer for Anne Arundel 
County Public Schools (AACPS), 
stated that in most cases, the prin-
cipal of a school is responsible for 
declaring a lockdown.
 “I would still call it a lock-
down,” said Mosier in regards to 
Monday. “We work in tandem with 
the police,” he added.
 At Arundel High, Principal 
Davenport decided to refrain from 
declaring a lockdown.
 “It’s a judgement call,” said 
Davenport, in regards to how she 
determines whether or not to de-
clare the school on lockdown.
 According to Lindley,  as a 
result of the call, which happened 
just before the middle school’s 2:55 
p.m. dismissal, students were held 

in the building for approximately 
20 minutes.
  According to the 
“School Crisis and Emergency 
Management Plans” page located 
on the AACPS website, students 
should always be aware of the 
“Emergency Management Plan,” 
which can found on the AACPS 
website. 
 Davenport explained that 
Arundel teachers and staff partic-
ipate in monthly safety training 
where each month focuses on a 
different emergency scenario. Dav-
enport said information is gathered 
from the drills and then analyzed.
 She also mentioned that as 
a safety measure, over the summer, 
Arundel will be receiving a new 
double vestibule that will replace 
the buildings front doors. As Dav-
enport explained, if a visitor wishes 
to enter the building, they must pro-
vide identification to the attendance 
window. After the bell rings at 7:30 
a.m., all doors will be locked.

John’s University in Queens. She 
explained that she was not exactly 
a stellar student in school and origi-
nally never planned to go into jour-
nalism, but was inspired by one of 
her college professors. Murphy got 
an internship with NBC while in 
college and explained, “one job led 
to another,” which resulted in her 
working for news organizations 
full time and eventually the New 
York Times, starting in 2010.
 As Senior Vice President 
of Corporate Communications, 
Murphy’s job is to “speak on be-
half of the [New York Times] to 
the outside world.” She does “cri-
sis communications,” which en-
tails correcting and apologizing 
for any errors in reporting done by 
the New York Times. In relation 
to claims of “fake news” that the 
New York Times receives, Murphy 
explained that a team is organized 
to investigate the claim and if it is 
determined that an error was in fact 
made, which is not always the case, 

she then works on how to resolve 
the issue. “There’s reactive PR and 
proactive PR,” said Murphy.

NYT Senior Vice President of Corporate Communications shares insight into journalism

 Murphy commented that 
there has been a striking increase in 
“fake news” recently, which she at-
tributes to social media, like Twit-
ter. She explained that information 
and opinions are shared instantly 
through social media, which leads 
to consumers following unreliable 
sources. Murphy recommended 
students be extremely careful with 
what they post on social media, 
a point that she also emphasizes 
with colleagues and interns at the

“...‘everybody has a bias,’ 
but, ‘it’s the job of a jour-
nalist to keep that bias in 
the background and not 

let it impact their work.’” 
--Eileen Murphy

New York Times.
 Another source of “fake 
news” that Murphy touched on was 
bias within the industry. Murphy 
stated, “I think your bias sometimes 
impacts how you read a story,” and 
that people tend to follow sources 
that confirm their beliefs.She said, 
“I think we need to challenge our-
selves and read stories from all dif-
ferent points of view,” as a possi-
ble solution to the issue. She also 
explained, “everybody has a bias,” 
but, “it’s the job of a journalist to 
keep that bias in the background 
and not let it impact their work.”
 Murphy explained that even 
though her path through journalism 
was not a direct one, she “wouldn’t 
change it for anything,” because 
“journalism has the opportunity to 
shine a light on a lot of problems.” 
She said, “the primary reason that 
people work for the New York 
Times is that they believe in its mis-
sion,” and that is true throughout 
journalism.
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Why class rank is still important
 By Ian Dinmore
 Recently, it has been 
proposed that the class rank sys-
tem be abolished. Josie Urrea, 
a senior at Severna Park High 
School and Student Member and 
Vice President of the Board of 
Education, claims that class rank 
creates a toxic environment and 
pits students against each other. 
Her solution is to terminate class 
rank and the valedictorian and sa-
lutatorian awards. County wide, 
ending class rank would do more 
harm than good by making the 
complicated college admissions 
process even more challenging 
and less favorable towards Anne 
Arundel County students.
 College applications are 
daunting, but data points like 
class rank make it convenient 
for colleges to sort through ap-
plications, enabling them to run 
a computer program to cut down 
the number of applications for re-
view. If class rank was removed, 
the computer would have to set 
aside our applications for indi-
vidual review and this is just to 
make it into consideration for 
acceptance. While colleges have 
other data points they can use for 
baselines (GPA, SAT, ACT), the 
usefulness of class rank does not 
end with college applications. 
 How can a reflection of 
our performance in high school 
impact us in college? Scholar-
ships. Some involve essays, oth-
ers GPA, but more involve class 

rank. Ohio State offers the Nation-
al Buckeye Scholarship, which 
lowers tuition to in-state levels. To 
qualify to apply, all that is needed 
is a minimum SAT or ACT score 
set by the college. Oh, and a class 
ranking within the top 25 percent. 
Requirements for scholarships like 
the National Buckeye are not flex-
ible, so if every AACPS student’s 
application is missing class rank, 
they will all be denied the award.
 Some argue that class rank 
puts too much emphasis on taking 
an insane schedule loaded with AP 
classes. While there will always be 
a few people who follow this path, 
that is their choice. In the end, the 
valedictorian gets to list their class 
rank, and we fall in somewhere 
behind that, but what we lack in 
class rank is made up for in other 
activities. 
 Class rank should be a 
school by school decision--it is 
only a school-wide ranking. To 
prevent ourselves from losing ac-
cess to valuable scholarships and 
highly sought after seats in col-
lege, we must make the voices of 
all students heard in the class rank 
discussion and preserve class rank. 
After all, we are constantly told in 
Anne Arundel County that high 
school is a place for college and 
career readiness, so why would we 
standby as county officials remove 
a system that helps us gain admis-
sion to college, finance our higher 
education, and become prepared 
for modern society? 

Por Julisa Murcia
Es un hecho confirmado y muy 
cierto los medios de comuni-
cación y las redes Sociales se 
han convertido en una distrac-
ción para adolescentes y adultos 
jóvenes ha tenido muchos efectos 
a nivel escolar y social, pero na-
die se pregunta qué efectos tiene 
un teléfono celular en una persona 
que tiene su familia lejos y tiene 
muchos años sin verla bueno lo 
diré aunque nadie me lo pregunte. 
Para una persona extranjera como 
yo el teléfono me permite comu-
nicarme con mi familia y cada vez 
que hablo con ellos es algo muy 
especial porque siento que estoy 
con ellos cuando estamos lejos de 
nuestra familia solo queremos es-
tar en constante comunicación con 
nuestros seres queridos y en algu-
nas ocasiones queremos recordar 
lo divertido y lo hermoso que era 
tener muchas aventuras con ellos.
 Generalmente en el mun-
do hispano hay ciertos factores 
que no nos permiten comunicar-
nos con nuestra familia uno es la 
escasez de teléfonos inteligen-
tes,internet y lo costoso que puede 
ser la mayoría de estos artículos. 
En los personal la distancia que 
tengo de mi familia no es un ob-
stáculo para que ellos se manten-
gan en contacto conmigo siempre 
que hablo con ellos les cuento mis 
experiencias aquí en este país y lo 
importante que para mi es estar 
aquí. Siempre cuento a mis pari-
entes de los momentos divertidos 

de los amigos que tengo,pero tam-
bién lo difícil que ha sido para mi 
adaptarme y aprender otro idioma. 
Por medio de las redes sociales 
he conocido muchas personas las 
cuales también he tenido que con-
ocer personalmente y hay que ten-
er muchas precauciones esa es una 
de las razones del porqué prefiero 
conocer a estas personas y lo in-
teresante de todo esto es que todo 
esto proviene de un mismo lugar 
las redes sociales.
 Redes sociales nos ayudan 
a tener una vida más social pero 
disminuye el deseo de interactu-
ar y conversar con las personas 
pero que es lo que pasa cuando 
no podemos ver a nuestra familia 
redes sociales no nos disminuyen 
el deseo de convivir con ellos en 
este caso al contrario esto aumen-
ta la ansiedad de querer verlos y 
mantener vivos nuestros recu-
erdos ya que no podemos inter-
actuar con ellos personalmente 
por estas razones redes sociales 
tienen efectos negativos y positi-
vos en nuestra vida,pero hay una 
parte importante nos ayuda a no 
extrañar nuestra tierra donde los 
vientos soplan fuerte y la brisa fría 
rosa tus mejias suavemente.
 Me ves siempre con mi 
teléfono en mi mano nunca sabes 
que hago realmente muchos dirán 
FOMO (fear of missing family 
often) y si tengo  FOMO y bueno 
si hay algo que en realidad amo 
es recordar quien soy y de donde 
vengo.

Que tan importante es para mi?

Follow The Pulse on Twitter
@Arundel_Pulse

The Pulse is a joint effort be-
tween Arundel’s Newspaper/
Media Production/Journalism 
classes and the Arundel Student 
Journalists club. The club meets 
Tuesdays during Pride Period 
in Mr. Perraud’s room (F104). 
If you cannot be in the classes 
or club, articles and article ideas 
can be sent to The Pulse and 
Wildcat TV staff, listed to the 
right.


