
The Pulse 
arundelhighnews.com

Volume 3: Quarter 1 
Arundel High School’s Official Student News Source 

Fall 2019 

Security vestibule construction to increase school security
By Kirstin Nichols
As part of a countywide ef-
fort to increase school safe-
ty, a security vestibule has 
been built in the main lob-
by at Arundel High School. 
Although the construction 
is fairly recent, having be-
gun in June of 2019, Arundel 
High School has long await-
ed an improvement to its se-
curity system. “Things like 
this take years to do. With 
the main office being in the 
middle of the administra-
tive hallway, they’ve known 
for a long time it needed to 
be done,” said Ms. Stickney, 
Business Manager and school 
contact for this project. 
The vestibule consists of two 
sets of doors beyond the orig-
inal front entrance and is 
meant to “keep as much traf-
fic out of the main office (as 
possible)”, according to Ms. 
Stickney. With this addition, 
school visitors show their ID 
at the outdoor buzzer as al-
ways, but instead of traveling 

to the main office, they are to wait in 
the vestibule just beyond the front 
doors where sofa chairs are provid-
ed. The attendance office has been 
moved from the center of A-hall to 
this area to further limit the amount 
of people entering the school build-
ing. In order to go beyond the ves-
tibule, visitors must be “buzzed in” 
for a second time once inside. Ac-
cording to Ms. Stickney, this would 
only be necessary if a visitor is at-

tending a meeting inside the school, in 
which case, an Arundel employee would 
retrieve the visitor and walk them to the 
location of the meeting. All other rea-
sons for entering the school, including 
dropping off items or picking a student 
up for early dismissal, are handled solely 
in this vestibule. Although construction 
was projected to be completed before the 
first day of the 2019-2020 school year,
Read the full story at 
arundelhighnews.com

AACPS schools 
scheduled to 
graduate at 
Maryland Live! 
Casino
By Yarmi Kalokoh

The Joint Initiative to Elim-
inate the Achievement Gap, 
a new committee created to 
identify and investigate issues 
related to differences in aca-
demic performance among 
various student groups, held 
their first meeting in Arundel 
High School’s auditorium on 
Monday, September 23rd. The 
meeting, following a press re-
lease announcing the joint ef-
fort between the school board 
and county government, was 
led by both Superintendent 
Dr. George Arlotto and Coun-
ty Executive Steuart Pittman 
and provided Anne Arun-
del County (A.A.Co) and 
Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools (AACPS) data high-
lighting achievement gaps, 
particularly between Afri-
can-American students and 
other student groups. County 

and AACPS data shown during 
the meeting included statistics 
about the distribution of refer-
rals, PARCC and NEAP assess-
ment scores, chronic truancy, 
and suspension rates amongst all 
student groups, highlighting dis-
parities among African-Amer-
ican students and their peers.
   A.A.Co data was presented by 
Pamela M. Brown, Executive Di-
rector of the A.A.Co Partnership 
for Children, Youth, and Families, 
and AACPS data was presented by 
Jason Dykstra, Executive Director 
of the AACPS Instructional Data 
Division. According to the data 
shown, 12% of African-American 
students had been suspended in 
2019, while other ethnic groups 
had a suspension rate between 4 
and 7%. Furthermore, only 20% 
of the African-American student 
population got a passing score on t
he math section of PARCC in  2019,
creating a 20% gap between them 

By Yarmi Kalokoh

and their white counterparts. “We’re here 
to talk about solutions,” County Execu-
tive Pittman says in his opening speech, 
“All we can do is to attack the issues from 
every direction we can.” The initiative, 
consisting of parents, school system 
and county employees, and community 
members, was prompted by the widen-
ing gap in achievement among student 
groups, evident in the disparity in grad-
uation rates between white students and 

their African-American 
counterparts in 2018. It is 
meant to investigate not o 
nly the issues with achieve-
ment within the school, but 
also the socioeconomic and 
racial factors that contrib-
ute to academic success. “It’s 
not about the fact that these 
Read the full story at
arundelhighnews.com

Initiative addressing achievement gap holds first meeting at Arundel
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As part of a new partner-
ship between the AACPS 
and Live! Casino and Ho-
tel, graduation ceremo-
nies for 11 Anne-Arun-
del county schools will be 
held at the casino, occur-
ring between June 1 and 
4. The Class of 2020 from 
each school, Arundel High 
School included, will be 
the first high schools to re-
ceive diplomas in the casi-
no’s new Live! Event Center. 
“This is just an outstand-
ing arrangement for us 
to be able to bring such 
a milestone moment in 
the lives of our graduates
home to our county ,” Super-
intendent  George Arlotto
Read the full story at 
arundelhighnews.com
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High School Na-
tion, a touring 
event promot-
ing music in high 
schools and featur-
ing live music, in-
teractive activities, 
and promotional 
giveaways, staged 
an event at Arun-
del for the second 
time in four years 
on Friday, Octo-
ber 11th. The event 
was staged in the 
F-Hall parking lot. As part of the 
event, the tour donated resourc-
es to Arundel’s music program.
   Performers included R&B singers 
Micah Blu and Jessame, pop singer 
Sofi K, and actress and singer Kerri 
Medders. The festival was sponsored 
by and included giveaways from 
Takis and Hollister. During the 
festival, students could try out var-
ious instruments (including guitars, 
basses, drums, microphones, and DJ 
equipment) or learn dance steps at a 
smaller dance stage. There was also a 
ball-pit and a tent with bean-bag chairs.
Keilyn Cook, a senior, was dancing to 
the side of the stage during Micah Blu’s 

Sofi K and sway-
ing to the music 
with her friends. 
“This whole event 
is really ran-
dom,” she said. 
“But, I’m happy 
I get to hang out 
with my friends 
and get free 
stuff.” She added, 
“Plus, I’m not in 
school right now, 
so that’s cool.
During Jessame’s 
set, junior Kay-
la Moultrie was 
singing along and 
taking a video of 
his performance 

with her phone. She said Jessame 
was her favorite act of the day. “I 
really like the festival,” she said, “I 
wasn’t expecting it to be this fun.”
Sophomore Jalen King was sit-
ting in the shade near the stairs 
to the auditorium, talking with 
his friends. “I am enjoying [the 
festivities], but I don’t like large 
crowds,” he said. Despite his aver-
sion to crowds, Jalen said he’d 
prefer to stay at the event if giv-
en a choice between attending or 
going home. “I think it’s good for 

the school community as a whole,”  
Read the full story at 
arundelhighnews

By Logan Hale, 
Emma Wible, Spen-
cer Mower, Dominic 
Mortimer, Sahara 
Portlance, Akayla 
Williams

At new club, students explore the ska music genre
such as trombones, trumpets, saxophones, 
and pianos. It then mixes in the bass gui-
tar and drums for a funky sound called ska.
I decided to visit ska club and listen to what they 
are working on. As I entered the band hall I was 
immediately surrounded by the sound of trum-
pets, saxophones, and to my surprise, flutes.
Students were walking around the band room 
playing anything from a jazz scale to a part 
from their favorite song. I started to survey 
the room more and noticed that these were all 
the instruments you would see during a typi-
cal band class, like flutes and clarinets. I even 
saw a bassoon. Mr. Burns was incorporating 
classical orchestra instruments into ska music.
As Mr. Burns started to step onto the podium, 

the room suddenly got quiet.
He began to pass out sheet music 
for “Superman” by Goldfinger. 
When each section got the music, 
they slowly began to talk about 
it or practice it individually.  
The majority of the room was 
excited about the song selection 
although there were a few stu-
dents that weren’t familiar with 
ska and didn’t know the song. 
Before the band played togeth-
er, Mr. Burns reminded the stu-
dents, “ska is straightforward.”
Read the full story at 
arundelhighnews.com

By Sahara Portlance
If you’ve looked at the Arundel Clubs 
list or even looked up at the walls while 
walking in the hallway, you may have 
noticed the Ska Club. The club is new to 
Arundel and was started by our school’s 
music director, Ian Burns. Mr. Burns 
has a passion for ska music and thought 
that ska club would be a nice way for 
students that share his passion to ex-
press themselves and maybe even get 
other students interested in the genre.
Ska is a form of music that originat-
ed from Jamaican reggae and mix-
es in American blues and jazz. It’s 
a fun and energetic sound that in-
cludes typical jazz instruments 
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Want to contribute?

The Pulse is a joint effort between 
Arundel’s Newspaper/ Media Pro-
duction/Journalism classes and 
the Arundel Student Journalists 
club. The club meets Tuesdays 
during 2nd half of Pride Peri-
od in Mr. Perraud’s room (F104). 
If you cannot be in the classes or 
club, articles and article ideas can 
be sent to The Pulse and Wild-
cat TV staff, listed to the right.
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Field Hockey finishes season with 
victory, gearing up for playoffs
“Varsity has claimed a near flawless 11-2-
2 record....”

Podcast: Board of Education hosts 
meeting to discuss closing the 
achievement gap

performance. Comparing the event to last 
time High School Nation came to Arundel, she 
said, “It’s better than when I was a freshman.”
Kaylin Forward, a sophomore, was watching 

Arundel hosts second High School Nation festival
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